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HE return. of Pract to the natior 

this land in particular, with 1 

ſtances and privileges, is a very g 
indeed ; which calls loudly to all for g ut Ic 
thankfulneſs, to be manifeſted by a TR 
ment of the favours granted us, and a faith 
charge of duty in our ſeveral ſtations. - And as 
tentions about religious liberty have cauſed. 
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wv granny Api ya Ces, whereby our ener 
ed to have got advantage ag us, It x 
public > of to lay open the proſpect wer 
of their being =. of pily terminated, 


The eaſt in Attleborough, ſupp ofir 
our laws ata wer? the ſame. ; as |} 


taxed and made diſtreſs upon ſeveral perſor 
, Tupport of their worſhip, who'did not atter 
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- 
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i þÞ One of them.thought proper to try how our laws now 
; are in that reſpe& ; and toy that end ſued their afſeſ(- 
ors before a/juſtice of peace in Norton, February 22, 
1782 z when and where he fully proved, that he had 
uſually attended public worthip with the firſt bapriſt 
ary Attleborough, ever ſince May 1980, and 
had &mmunicared-to its ſupport to their fatisfaCtion. 
Yet judgment was given againſt htm ; from which he 
appealed to the county court at Taunton. And it 
being a matter of great importance, to have points of 
law well defined and ſettled under our new conſtituti- 
f on of government, both parties agreed to have the 
= caſe .tried by th=: honorable juſtices of the court ; 
nafely, Walter Spooher,” Fhomas Durfee, +Benjamin 
Williams, and William Baylies, Eſquires. The + 
council for the appeliant were the honourable William © 
Bradford, and James-Mitchel Varnum, Eſquires. 
Far the appellees was the honorable Robert Treat 
Paine, Eſq; atrorney general for this Commonwealth. 
© The latter, when pleading for faid pariſh, owned 
Thar Teſigion muait 4c al! times be a matter between God 
and individuals, and declared that he diſclaimed all 
/ Tubordination of any one fe&&ro another : but pleaded, 
| that the certihcates, ' formerly required by law, were 
! 0t toketis of ſubordination of one ſett to another, bur 
of ſubordination to the government z and accuſed the 
- "Bapiſts of refuſing to be fubbrdinate to government. 
He alfo pleaded, that the appellant was born in the 
Tecond pariſh in Anleborough, was baptized there, 
and therefore. was to all intents a men;ber of that ſ9- 
ciety ; fo that if ke thought he had cauſe to leave 
"them, the law, reaſon, and even common civility, re- 
qoired that he ſhould give them notice of it, which 


+ | "ke had not done; 
5 an The 
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\ The chief pleas for the appellant were, thatxexge 
was prior to al ſtates and kingdoms m the world; and 
therefore could not in its nature beſubje&t rot + nan 
laws ; that the certificates heretofore required, were giv- 
en to pariſh officers, officers of one particular ſes 
not to officers of government ; and as our conſtign 
ſays, *-No ſubordination of any one ſe&t or d& 
&* nation to another, ſhall ever be eſtabliſhed by 
thoſe laws are repealed thereby. And as the cf tis 
tution was eſtabliſhed by the people, ir is (tro! 
than any law the afſembly can make, it b 
foundation whereon they ſtand. Alſo the foci 
which the appellant joined, is as regular a fo Fi 
the-other thar taxed him. So 

Theſe points were learnedly diſcuſſed, on Mi 
16, 1782 ; after which the juſtices retired a lithe by 
theraſelves, and then returned, and. declared, $ thar 


« they were unanimouſly agreed | in giving the a or 


« lant ge and coſts.” Which jud 
only ſettled the controverſy in Artleboroug 
been extenſively beneficial el{-where. 
' As far as my memory and judg erve uf 54 
is a fair repreſentation of thoſe tranſaQtions ; and” if 
any can ſer them in a more jult light, they a e wel- 
come to do it, And fince fome in Attleborough 
cufed the bapriſts of great inconiſtency, in protef 
againſt the third article in our bill of rights, : nc yer 
now makin © ow of it againſt them, I ſhall rake leave 
to make a few remarks upon this ſubject. 2. 
1. It is well known that on December 2, 1779, 
three months before the conſticution was finiſhe 
agent for our churches, I publiſhed that article n 
Independent chronicle, with* exceptions inſt 
power claimed therein ; when 1 declared, that T ' $i 
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* concurred” with that part of it which we have now 
made uſe of ; and.none could tell how it would oper- 
ate bat by experience. . | 
. .2: If natural birth, and the doings of others, could 
make a -perſon.a member of a religious ſociety, with- 
out this own conſent, we ſhould have no objeCtion 
againſt the way of withdrawing from ſuch a fociety, 
that our oppooants plead for. But ſince religion 1s 
ever 4 matcer between God and individuals, how can 
any man become a member of a religious ſociety with- 
oat his.own conſeat ? And how can a man who be- 
lieves it-to_ be impoſſible, practically ſay, that it is 
poſſible, without contrafting guilt to his conſcience ? 
This is the exatt ſtate of our controverſy about reli- 
gious liberty. | We have been very far from perfeti- 
on in our behaviour therein ; but. we have not been 
accuſed of diſobedience to government, and of diſturb- 
ang the-public peace, becauſe of our ever invading the 
rights of others z but only becauſe we will not give up 
our own. - It is becauſe we have choſen ſufferings, 
rather than to fin againſt God. We believe that at- 
rendence upon public worſhip, and keeping the firſt 
day of the week holy to God, are duties to be incul- 
cated -and enforced by his laws, inſtead of the laws 


of men; but we have had no controverſy with our 


cvlers about that matter. The town of Boſton muſt 
now look at home, for a want of ſubordination to go- 
vernment in that reſpect. * 


®. A law about theſe things was made here laft fall, which, after 
repeated meetings, is not obeyed by this town, 


3. The 


'of above an hundred male. communicants ;z 


Kers, approved of their ſo doing, and” advilec 
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' 3. The firſt, and moſt eſſenrial article in the order 
of Chriſt's kingdom, is that-no man can ſee it, nor 
have any right tO power therein, uvnul he is born again.” 
John i. 12, 13. ti, 4. And the fathers of the Mai-- 
fachuſett government paid foch aregard to this truth; 
that, during their firſt charter, none' were admitte@ to 
full communion in their churches, nor to govern in” 
the choice and ſupport of miniſters, wirhour a ctedi-* 
ble profeſſion of that great change. And theirex- 
cluding of all others from a vote in civil government,” 
and yet compelling of them to attend and -ſupporr 
their worſhip, gave the moſt plauſable handle thar 
the Britiſh court ever had, to rob us of the ſtipulatt 
privilege of chooſing our own governors, while they 
demanded our property to ſupport governers arbutra- 
nily fet over us. And contentions upon this pe 
was the root of the late bloody war, which has 
a mukitude of lives, and involved both countries 
amazingly in'debr. Yet many are till atrached-'to 
the errors of our fathers, while they are reſolutely ſer 
againſt their virtues, a | a6 

After a glorious reformation, the firſt chuyeh 
in Middleborough, were bereaved of their belayec 
paſtor, in April 1744. The church then conliftec 


- 


after they had vored to hear Mr. Silvanus Conant. 
four ſabbaths upon probation, the pariſh commintee 
went and got another miniſter ro ſupply the-put- 
pit the ſame days. And a council of fix mint-- 


them to periſt in that way. By this means the 
ſociety was divided ; and a paſtor choſen by zh 
quarters of the church, and who proved to: 


one of the beſt miniſters in the county, had 


by 4 
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© A DOOR OPENED 
better place than. a barn to preach in, till they 


built a _new--mecting houſe for him. The mini-. 


ſters who cauſed that dizzſion, * belonged to Scituate, 
Hihgham, Hanover, Fembroke, and Bridgewater, 
And the fſerting up of the world to govern th 
church about ſoul-guides, was the evident cauſe 


of the following prophane, cruel, and ſcandelous 


Ctions. : 

Po Mr. Richard Lee, a gifted member of one of 
our churches, -having laboured with ſucceſs in 
Scituate, was — veſted by a man in 
Hingham, to come and hold a meeting at his 
houſe, which he conſented to. The meeting was 
appointed to be in the evening of May 28, 1782 ; 
but as the people were aſſembling for worſhip, a 
large mob came up, armed with clubs and ſtaves, 
and warned Lee and his friends to_ depart out of 
40 ham immediately, or it would be much worſe 
or them. He enquired whether they ,came with 
any authority ? and finding that they did nor, he, 
with the bible in' his hand, began to exhort the 
peaqple to fear God rather than man. Upon which 
one of them violently ſeized him by his arm. and 
collar, and others alſo laying hold of him, halled 
him away out of the houſe, and out of the town; 
When he attempted to ſpeak, and to recire paſſages 
of ſcripture, they repeatedly ſmote him on his mouth, 
with the palms of their hands, and alſo made Joud 
noiſes to prevent his being heard. As one who 


had hole of him bluadered down, and another ſhook 


® Rom. xvi. 17. 


= hauled b violence out of 
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and ſwore that if he flung 'u # 
ald fink Lee to hellin ac wer 
« I look upon this holy bible to & the 
ever | heard of,” Upon 2c 


: 29 4 
#2 af if Wt j 
" 4: 0" (2 
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a club over his. 
ther down, he. 
** very. DE " 
unde bay roger Ps. 
here | ye 
the town line, tl om k a club over my 's 
head, and ſwore, that he ever came into that wn ' 
he would tie him 42, few and whip. him -£ Bir y 
Ei Said our ſuffering brother * that's. ex { | 
« much as they whipt Paul.” What ! Pos 
one, do you © + yourſelf with Paul ! A Bli 
go and hold =>; 


man ſaid, Mr. may 
houſe.—Bur others Meepaved that if he did, es o 554 
burn his houſe down, and carry him out rckde. 
One of the mob caſt ſoft cow-dung in Lee's f 
then they inſulced him becauſe of that de 
with a great deal more of abuſe ro men, and b 
againſt God, Two other ba rechren 
ingham, and 
went and held a religious meeting in Scit 
ſame night. af; 
In = aboye adtions they tore Mr. Lee's claw 
conſiderably, and. alſo bruiſed and injured his Ex 
ſo much be he was ill for ſome days, and th 4 
returned home to Gloceſter in the county. of 
dence. In July .I mer him ar + ways whe re % We 
were credibly infolhed, that his ſafety, and  evex/hi 
life, were Qill threatened by thoſe rioters. 
went to Boſton to alk advice ; and man 
well as in the , . adviſed him #0 
plaint ro'the | grand jury of Suffolk county,. 
thoſe rioters, as. a' neceſſary meanz of ſecu 
B 
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public peace, and the liberties of mankind, This 
was accordingly done, when the county court ſat ar 
Boſton in Oftober. Thirteen men were named in 
the complaint, which Rag op pore by the teſtimo- 
ny of eight witneſſes; and a warrant was granted 
againſt five of the rioters, four of whom were taken, 
and pleaded not guilty before the court ; upon which 
their trial was appointed to be on January 14, 1783. 
* Snow, ice, and a very ſharp air, -cauſed the travel- 
ing to be exceeding difficult ; yet Mr. Lee travelled 
ſeventy miles from his houſe to Scituate, and, with 
other witneffſes, twenty-three more from thence to 
Boſton, at the appointed time. Bur after an ex 
five atrendance of two days, the caſe was put off cill 
April. ' And the ill treatment he then met with - made 
| him determine not to appear there again,. without 
 Tomebody from a diſtance to ſpeak for him ; and the 
event juſtified this determination; For no ſooner did 
a lawyer from Providence appear. for him in 
-bn April 23d, than a propoſal was made to leave the 
whole  aFair to choſen 'men to ſettle it. This was 
- agreed too 3 and the gentlemen appointed met 
At in Bridgwater the 6th inſtant. But then the defend- 
ants could nor bear to have their caſe publicly open- 
-<d;” and Mr. Lee was prevailed with to ſerzle the 
matrer with them, upon' their promiſing to pay a 
_ Jum far ſhort” of what many thought they' ought to 
have done. © So that none can juſtly charge him with 


' . proſecuting them out of a revengeful ſpirit, nor with 
.  -vakiog all the advantages of them thet the law would 
- * have'given'him. And their names are not omitted in 


© this publication, out of any fear of not being able ful- 
- Iy to prove every article ; but becauſe” we covld ex- 
«poſe, and-give proper warnings againſt fuch ations 


tor 
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for the future, without mentioning their names | 2h 
we hope and pray: for their repentance and 4; al i ? 


+ FÞal 


"The fathers OY this-cown- and government niſl 3-0 
the work of eivil reg ſo much,. as to imagine that 
they were to inflict corporal puniſhments opan. i ; 

as ſinners againſt God, and not only for crimes agh 
the community, *.. They therefore baniſhed fc wot 
perſons upon pain of death for adultery, before i " by, 
did any tor hereſy ; and ſome were hanged here: 
adultry near twenty years before . they hangec a] : 
quakers, But the Apoſtle has plainly  tavg $7 
chusches, to put away wicked perſons our of © 
communion z and ſays upon it, Them that are &t 
eut Ged judgeth. x Car. v. 13. And inthe pa Hhle 
of the tares of the field, our Lord has" commaRnare 
his ſeryants, to let the children of his kingdomy cd 
thechildren of the wicked one, grow rogether I Al 1E 
world, till the End of it. Which divine -laws fave 
ever been violated by all thoſe who have coniounge 
the government of the church and ſtate together Þ , 4 
the one hand they have been deficient abour, if 
have not halls negleed, goſpel diſcipline in, 7 
church ; while they have cver invadedtheir } 
rizhes in the ſtate, under religious, pretences. i; 
for twelve or thir;een centuries, all colieges and p 
for ſuperior learning, were under the governmgy 
men, who aſſumed the power to lay religious 8} ir 
upon children before they could chooſe for them} 
and ro enforce the ſame by the ſword of the mag 


a'l their days, But J congratulate my count 


find 


* 
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Ur 
+ 
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* Inlfract God was their only lawgiver; and our fathers 
fo their error, by attempting to; form a chriſtian commonwe 
Mnnitation-of the Theocracy of the Jews. Theſe things I 
not out of dilreſpeX to them, 'but for our infiruftion. 
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upon the arrival of more agreeable times, and upon - 
ep [pect of a much greater reformation before vs. 
For the following reaſons canvidte me, that God has 
now ſet before us an oÞen door for equal chriſtian li-'. 
berty, which no man can ſhut. 

1, Not only America, but "all the kingdoms and 
Faces Sf Europe, who have acknowledged the authori- 
ty of our Congreſs, ' have ſer their ſeal to this truth, 


hat the higheſt civil rulers derive” their power” front 
the conſent of the people, and cannot ſtand'withour 
their ſupport. And common people know, that no- 
thing is more contrary to the rules of honeſty, than 
for ſome to attempt to convey to. others thirgs-which 


they have no right to themſelves; and no one has 


y right to judge for others in religious affairs. 
'2. All former taxes to ſupport worſhip, were im- 
poſed in each government by a particular ſeft, 'who 


e 


| held all others in ſubordination thereto; - which parti- 


ality is now expreſſly excluded from among us. _ 

3. No man cin take a ſeat in our -; till 
he 1ojemanly declares, © T beheve the chrittian religion, 
* and have a firm perſuaſion of irs truth.” And as 
ſbrely as it is true, Chriſt is the only #t a D of his 
church, and ſhe is COMPLETE in him, and 1s re- 
quired to do all her afts 1w H1s NAME; and all 
worthip of a contrary nature, is will worſhip, and is 
only to ſatisfy the fleſh. Col. ii. 10, 19—23. it. 17. 
And all minilters who were ſupported by tax and com- 
puthon among us before the late war, received that 
power in the name of the king of Great-Britain, and 
not King Jeſus ; and they are the only officers in this 
land, that have retained the power over the people, 
which they have received in that name. Whatever 


gifts and graces,any of them have received from Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, let Sd y improve the ſame ac "ds 
to his dire&tion ; as they would a 2X0 
him, or friends to their.country, let 
the holding of any earthly head co. the church. | _ 
4. If this be not "done, none can tell - who they 
have for their head. For the name proteſtafit_ i 
longer to be a reſt of our legiſlators ; and to pur 
the people to yield thereto, the compilers of the | 
ſtitution ſaid to them, © your delegates did not cir 
« ceive themſelves to be veſted with power” to jo 
** one denomination of chriſtians above another 3 { 
a «reli wn mult at all times be a marter TR e! 
individuals.” This is a great truth; and f Wee 
proves, that no-man can become a member of at ": 
religious ſociety without his own conſeat ; and 3 
that no corporation that is not a religious ſociery & 
have a right to, govern in religious matters. Cle ; 
ſaid, 2who made me a judpe, or a divider over you ? Al 
Paul faid, what have I to do to judge them alſo that bf 
without ? Luke il, x4. 1 Cor. v. 12. _ Thus our} 
vine Lord, and the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, | 
plicitly renounced any judicial powet over the 
by pm of their 15, And to imagine « ha 
ive any in reIgious matters, is| if 
Jodtrine « of Simon the Eparkcy ; and by ſuch /orce; 
the whore of Babylon [hr deceived all nations. [4 
viii: 18, 19. Rev. xvii. 23. | It was from th - © 
that the Pope, on May 4, 1493, the year after An jy - 
ca-was hit diſcovered, preſumed to give away 3 { 
lands of che heathen therein, And the ſame 20) 
was claimed by the crown of England, in gratr 


ſeveral charters of this country ; from whence ſor = 
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the ſtates. were lately contending in; Congreſs with 
thers, about the weltern lands'on this continent. 

--5,, All the power that the conſtitution; gives our 
legiſlature in this reſpe&, is to' make * ſuitable pro- 
* vition” for. chriſtian teachers ;z and, according to 
their de#laration,. divine revelation muſt _ de'-rmine 
what is ſuitable ; and that determines, that they ſhall 
live of the goſpel. 1 Cor. 1x. 14. Thoſe who under the 
law collected ſupport for religious teachers Zy force, 
brought compleat deſtruttion upon themſelves there- 
for. 1 Sam. 11.16, 25, Micah iti. 512, .. Chriſtiani- 
ty is a voluntary obedience toGod's revealed will ; antl 
every. thing of a contrary nature - is antichriſtianiſm. 
And all teachers who do not watch for ſouls as thoſe 
who muſt give an account to God; and. all people 
who do nor receiye and ſupport his ay migniſtecs, 
- as they have opportunity and ability;are daily expoſed 
ro puniſhments infinitely worſe than then can inflict. 
Luke x. 3—12.,. Gal. vi. 69g. Heb. xili. 7, 17, 18. 
6. Reaſon and revelation- agree, in determining. 
that the end of civil government- is the good of the 
governed, by defending them againſt all ſuch as 
would work i to their neighbours ; and in limiting 
the power of rulers there, And thoſe. who invade 
the religious rights of others, are /elfcondemed, 
which of all things is the moſt oppoſite to happi- 
veſs, the grear end. of government. Rom, xii, 3— 

10..X1v. 1022, het: 
© 7..1f men will refuſe to ' be happy themſelves, 
yer their power to enſlave others is now greatly 
weakened, 'AnJ a faithful improvement of our 
privileges will weaken it more and more, till pgs 
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